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May 20 - June 17, 1979 
Reception: Sunday, May 20, 3 to 5 pm 
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One Man Exhibitions 

1966 - Grand Central Art Gallery 
New York, New York 

1968 - McKenzie Gallery 

Los Angeles, California 

1969 - McKenzie Gallery 

Los Angeles, California 

1971 - Agra Gallery 

Washington, D.C. 

1971 - Elizabeth City State 

University 
Elizabeth City, 

North Carolina 

1972 - Heritage Gallery 

Los Angeles, California 

1972 - California Museum of Art 

Los Angeles, California 

1973 - The High Museum 

Atlanta, Georgia 

1974 - The Museum of African 

Arts 

Washington, D.C. 

1974 - Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration Center 
New York, New York 

1974 - Orr’s Gallery 

San Diego, California 

1975 - North Carolina Central 

University Art Museum 
Durham, North Carolina 

1976 - Cedar Rapids Art Center 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

1978 - Soul Tech I Exhibition 

Center 

Soul City, North Carolina 

1979 - Spectrum Gallery 

New York, New York 





Ernest E. Barnes, Jr., a native of Dur¬ 
ham, N.C., graduated with a Bache¬ 
lor of Arts degree from North 
Carolina Central University. After 
playing professional football for 
several years, he turned his full 
attention to painting. The viewer 
may be familiar with Mr. Barnes’ 
work through having seen it on the 
ABC television program “Good 
Times,” where it is attributed to the 
character J.J. Walker. The artist is 
now living in West Hollywood, Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Illustrations 

Cover, Pool Hall, 20 x 48 inches, 
Collection of Danny Arnold 
Upper left, song of One Note, 

20 x 24 inches 
Lower left, photo of 
Ernie Barnes 

Above, Rewrite, 20 x 30 inches 













MR* CLIFFORD ALEXANDER JR* 

MR* HARRY T* ALEXANDER 
MR* MARION BARRY 
MR* MIKE BASS 
MR* ROBERT BROWN 
HONORABLE JOHN CONYERS JR* 

MS* PEGGY COOPER 

HONORABLE RONALD V* DELLUMS 

DR* CLEVELAND L* DENNARD 

MR* OFIELD DUKES 

HONORABLE JOHN DUNCAN 

REV* DAVID EATON 

MS* ROBERTA FLACK 

MR* PETEY GREENE 

COLONEL GEORGE HAMPTON 

HONORABLE JOHN HECHINGER 

MR* FRANK HOLLIS 

MR* ROBERT HOOKS 

MRS* FRANCES HUMPHREY HOWARD 

DR* ANITA HUGHES 

MR* DEWEY HUGHES 

HONORABLE HUBERT HUMPHREY 

MR* SAM JONES 

MR* FORD T* JOHNSON 

HONORABLE YVONNE 


HONORABLE JACK KEMP 
HONORABLE PARREN J* MITCHELL 
HONORABLE JOHN A* NEVIUS 
MR* BRIGG OWENS 
AMBASSADOR S* EDWARD PEAL 
MRS* WILLIAM PROXMIER 
MS* ANN RAGLAND 
MR* HARVEY RAMSEUR 
HONORABLE THOMAS REES 
MR* VINCENT REED 
MR* WARREN ROBBINS 
MR* CHRIS ROGGERSON 
DR* WENDELL P* RUSSELL 
MR* CHARLES SCHWARTZ 
HONORABLE STANLEY SCOTT 
MR* JASON SHRINSKY 
MR* CURT SMITH 
MR* ARTHUR STAMPLER 
HONORABLE STANLEY SCOTT 
MR* ROY UPSHUR 
HONORABLE LIONEL VAN DEERLIN 
MR* VANTILLE WHITEFIELD 
MR* ADOLPHUS WIGGINS 
HONORABLE ANDREW YOUNG 
BRATHWAITE BURKE 


HONORABLE WALTER E* WASHINGTON 




MR* JACK LEMMON 
MR* BURT REYNOLDS 
MR* DANNY ARNOLD 
MRS* W* D* McELLIOTT 
MR* ED HOOKSTRATTEN 
MR* BUD YORKIN 
MR* TOM CLAYTON 
MR* MARVIN GAYE 
MR* ROD PERRY 
MR* TELLY SAVALAS 
MR* EARLE HUPP 
MR* ART FRANKEL 


MR* WALTER SELTZER 
MR* BARRON HILTON 
MR* DOMINICK FRONTIERE 
MR* CAROLL ROSENBLOOM 
MS* ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY 
MR* BILL PERSKY 
MR* SAM DENOFF 
MR* JACK ELLIOTT 
MR* NORMAN LEAR 
MR* ALAN MANNING 
LIBRARY JACK KLUGMAN 
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Mr. Tom Harmon 
invites you to attend 
a champagne preview of 
SPORTS ART 
by 

ERNIE BARNES 
Thursday evening, May 9, 1968 
7:30 to 10:00 

The McKenzie Gallery 
861 North LaCienega Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 
Phone: 657-2241 

Exhibit To Continue Through May 
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For a long time in the world of sports, I have con¬ 
tended that great athletes have talents other than 
knocking someone around. All too often the public 
has taken the view that athletes are of a class that 
has difficulty signing their name! With this point in 
mind, it is with great pleasure that I present the 
first West Coast Exhibition of my friend ERNIE 
BARNES who certainly proves my point! 

I have been interested in “Sports Art" for many 
years. When I first saw ERNIE BARNES’ work, I 
felt this was a man of exceptional talent. Ernie 
works are included in many private collections. 
During his one man show at New York's Grand 
Art Gallery in 1966, critic - collector Jack Fiddis 
called Ernie “the most expressive painter since 
Bellows”. Ernie's entire life seems to have been 
motivated by two loves, football and art. 

Perhaps it is because he played offensive guard 
through 6 years of professional football that he 
has a true understanding of the feeling of the 
game. Those of us who have played this great 
American Sport highly regard the men up front 
who make it possible for the backs to gain the 
glory and the touchdowns. To the professional 
football player this is known as “the violent world 
of the front trenches.” For this reason l feel you 
will enjoy ERNIE BARNES’ style and his under¬ 
standing of the world of sports. 


ERNIE BARNES 


I lay no claim to being an art critic but I do feel 
qualified as an expert in the world of sports and 
like Sonny Werblin, owner of the New York Jets, 
Baron Hilton, former owner of the San Diego 
Chargers and other outstanding men interested in 
sports, I am proud to have an ERNIE BARNES in 
my collection. In my humble opinion, whether it be 
the world of football or art, ERNIE BARNES stands 
among the men who have shown outstanding 
ability in both fields. 


I am tremendously enthusiastic about ERNIE'S 
work and I feel once you have seen his exhibition 
you will be too! Ernie is proof positive of my belief 
that great athletes are also capable of other great 
talents. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART 


LOS ANGLES, CALMIA 





Exhibition includes Paintings and Drawings 


GRAND CENTRAL ART GALLERIES, INC. 

40 VANDERBILT AVENUE (BILTMORE HOTEL) NEW YORK 10017 
Telephone TN 7-3344 


Galleries are open Monday through Saturday, 9.30 to 5:30 


ERNIE BARN ES 

‘‘Football in Action’’ 



“The Bench" 


November 16-November 26, 1966 

(Sponsored by the New York Jets) 






Foreword 


Probably none of the Greek athletes, immortalized in marble by Praxitelles and 
other great Greek sculptors, had physical bodies comparable to Ernie Barnes, who 
stands 6 ft. 2 V 2 inches and weighs 245 lbs., and who quit professional football to 
become an artist. 

Under the sponsorship of the New York Jets, Ernie Barnes is having his first one-man 
show in New York with the Grand Central Art Galleries November 16-November 26. 
Called the “most expressive painter since Bellows” by Critic-Collector Jack Fiddis, Ernest 
(“Ernie”) E. Barnes, Jr., was born 28 years ago in Durham, N. C., and as long ago as he 
can remember there were always two motivating forces in his life — Football and Art. 

After college, it was still Football, for he was drafted by the Baltimore Colts in 
1960. When he left the Colts, he joined the Titans, later called Ihe New York Jets when 
David “Sonny” Werblin became their President; then came the San Diego Chargers and 
the Denver Broncos. During the five years Barnes was playing offensive guard in pro¬ 
fessional football, which he loved intensely, the desire to paint was growing insistently 
stronger, and at the close of the 1964-65 football season it was so strong that he made 
the “big decision” and “retired” at the height of his football career to devote all his 
time to painting that which had been, and still is, such an important part of his life. 

Ernie Barnes was also honored recently when he was designated as the Official 
Artist of the American Football League. Mr. Werblin liked what he saw of Barnes’ work 
and has been a source of encouragement and inspiration ever since. 


His work is represented in the collections of — 

David A. Werblin — President, N. Y. Jets 
Jack Palance — Star of Motion Pictures and 
TV 

Paul Gregory — Motion Picture Producer 
Wayne Valley — Owner Oakland Raiders 
Stephen Blauner — Motion Picture Producer 
Ron Mix — San Diego Chargers Player 
Billy Sullivan — President, Boston Patriots 
Matt Snell — New York Jets Player, 
and others. 

Erwin S. Barrie 

Director and Manager 

Grand Central Art Galleries, Inc. 




Ernest E. Barnes Jr, was born 32 years ago in a Durham , N.C. ghetto, the second of 
three boys. His mother was a domestic and his father worked as a laborer in a tobacco 
factory. 

At the N.C, Central University where Ernie was majoring in the Fine Arts he met the 
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His exhibitions at the Grand Central Art Gallery In New York, the McKenzie Gallery In 
Los Angeles, the Agra Gallery in Washington, D,C. and at Elizabeth State University, 
Elizabeth City, N.C. established him as an artist whose works are truly American as well 
as outstanding on their own merit. 
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Ernest E* Barnes Jr, was born 32 years ago in a Durham, N.C. ghetto, the second of 
three boys. His mother was a domestic and his father worked as a laborer in a tobacco 
factory. 

At the N.C. Central University where Ernie was majoring in the Fine Arts he met the 
chairman of the art department, Ed Wilson, whose teaching philosophy effected him 
deeply. 

In 1960 , Ernie signed a contract to play professional football but he did not let his new 
career interrupt his painting. Although almost buried in the “violent world of the front 
trenches” during season, the dormant talent was finding its way into expression during 
off season. 

At the height of his career, after six years of playing offensive guard with the Baltimore 
Colts, San Diego Chargers and Denver Broncos, the desire for a life devoted to art was 
so strong that Ernie retired from the game taking with him a rich store of Images that 
would supply subject matter for his paintings for some time to come. 

His exhibitions at the Grand Central Art Gallery in New York, the McKenzie Gallery in 
Los Angeles, the Agra Gallery in Washington, D.C, and at Elizabeth State University, 
Elizabeth City, N.C. established him as an artist whose works are truly American as well 
as outstanding on their own merit. 













Exhibition of Paintings 

May 11th through June 2nd, 1972 


HERITAGE GALLERY 

718 North La Cienega Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90069 

You are cordially invited to attend the Opening Reception 

and meet the artist 

from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Thursday, May 11th 


your host 

The Honorable THOMAS BRADLEY 
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An exhibition of paintings by 
^rnie Barnes at the California 
Museum of Science & Industry 


























A comprehensive showing of outstanding oils 
by Ernest E. Barnes, Jr., a North Carolina 
ghetto boy whose lifelong interest in serious 
art was interrupted by a sucessful football 
career with the Baltimore Colts, San Diego 
Chargers and Denver Broncos. 

His compassionate portrayals of black ghetto 
people working, playing, existing, manages to 
blend the tender familiarity of the insider with 
the dispassionate overview of the skilled 
artist. 

Barnes considers this presentation as his per¬ 
sonal tribute to the gallant people of the 
ghetto and a personal plea to those now 
coming of age there to look with love at the 
humanity that surrounds them as they move on 
to seek their individual destinies. 


You are cordially invited to attend an opening 
reception and premiere showing of the exhibit 

mii mimm w mji wmi® 

Howard Edgerton Hall • California Museum 
of Science and Industry • 700 State Drive • 
Exposition Park • Los Angeles • California 

wmmmm> m% • wow' 

Reception courtesy of the California 
Museum Foundation Advisory Board 
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CALIFORNIA MUSEUM OF 
SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY 




CHE-MAS 
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lOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OPART 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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1972 













